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Retired Soldier Receives Purple Heart

FORT BELVOIR, Va. – Sgt. (Ret.) Cleber Ferreira was awarded the Purple Heart at a ceremony held in the Fort Belvoir USO Warrior and Family Center Feb. 10.

Maj. Gen. M. Ted Wong, commanding general, Northern Regional Medical Command, presided over the ceremony. He told the audience that today’s force shows a special spirit of volunteerism because they willingly serve during a period of conflict. Wong noted that another special circumstance of Ferreira’s service is that he is a naturalized citizen.

“He was born in Brazil,” Wong said. “And yet he decided to join the Army during a period of tremendous risk to himself because he believed in what this country stands for.”

Ferreira was wounded Aug. 23, 2010 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom while deployed to Kandahar Provence, Afghanistan. He suffered a severe back injury, mild traumatic brain injury and left knee injuries from an improvised explosive device attack while serving with Comanche Troop, 1st Squadron 2nd Cavalry Regiment. Witnesses to the attack said Ferreira, although wounded, helped rally the passengers of his Stryker vehicle and organized security and medical care for other injured Soldiers.

Ferreira arrived at Fort Belvoir in July of 2013, where he received medical treatment at Fort Belvoir Community Hospital and was assigned to the Warrior Transition Brigade – National Capital Region (WTB-NCR). He retired from service in October. After receiving the award, Ferreira told his battle buddies of the WTB that he decided not to receive the award in his home town of Boston. “I wanted to have the ceremony here, with family, because I belong to the biggest, best family in the world – the United States Army.”

For additional information, please contact Northern Regional Medical Command’s Office of Strategic Communication at public affairs office at 571-231-5432 or by email terry.j.goodman2.civ@mail.mil  
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About Northern Regional Medical Command  (www.nrrmc.amedd.army.mil) The Northern Regional Medical Command is America’s leading regional health care system focused on Soldier readiness and academic excellence while providing well-coordinated care for Soldiers, retirees and their families. NRMC is committed to building health care teams and medical leaders of competence and character for a lifetime of service to the nation. 
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